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Study Plan for the anglophone Bachelor programme 

“Sustainable Business and Law” 

of the faculty for 

Environmental Business / Environmental Law 

at the Trier University of Applied Sciences,                                                      

Umwelt-Campus Birkenfeld  

enacted 04.05.2025 

 
The university faculty council of the faculty for Environmental Business / Environmental Law of the 
Trier University of Applied Sciences enacted the following study plan for the anglophone Bachelor 
programme “Sustainable Business and Law” on 13.11.2024 (Examination Regulation 05.03.2025, publi-
cus 2025-09, 28.03.2025, S. 84 ff.). The Presidential Board of Trier University of Applied Sciences ap-
proved this study plan on 04.05.2025. 

 

1. Scope of Application 

This study plan applies to the anglophone Bachelor programme “Sustainable Business and Law” and 
provides information about the goals, the content and the structure of this course of studies. Further-
more, it provides information about special offers during the introductory phase of studies. It also rec-
ommends in which cases students should contact the specific advisory service for further information. 

 

2. Qualification Goals 

The bachelor’s degree programme is based on three pillars and teaches economic and legal specialist 
skills as well as key communication skills in order to understand the current challenges and require-
ments of our society and economy and to develop autonomous answers to the central questions of 
our time. Against this background, an application-oriented learning environment enables students to 
apply their problem-solving skills (both professionally and socially) in their future careers. 

In a deliberate departure from traditional legal training content, the course focuses on a clearly defined 
legal field with a distinct ESG profile. Within the framework of this legal subject matter, in which fun-
damental and key skills are acquired, students are also sensitized to problem areas of practical rele-
vance. 

Fundamental and key skills are also taught in the business administration content, particularly in the 
areas of accounting, sustainable corporate management and value creation. Students receive a broad 
education in this respect. In addition, emphasis is placed on areas such as digitalization, finance and 
sustainability reporting. 

The third main pillar of the degree programme is based on linguistic and intercultural aspects, which 
for international students also include a sound education in German as a foreign language. This meets 



 
 

 12/11/2024 Seite 2 von 7 
 

one of the main reasons for establishing the course: To make a contribution to overcoming the omni-
present shortage of skilled workers in combination with the successful integration of international 
young professionals in Germany. 

In addition to this subject-related content, emphasis is placed on process management, intercultural 
communication and social skills, and close practical links are established in order to optimally prepare 
students for the challenges of professional life in the areas of problem identification and problem solv-
ing. Working in small groups is particularly useful for this. 

Another special feature of the degree programme is the broad range of elective options from the 
fourth semester onwards, which are manifested in the interdisciplinary project work (10 ECTS), the 
compulsory elective subjects (15 ECTS) and finally the final thesis (15 ECTS) and which offer students 
flexibility and the opportunity to specialize according to their individual interests and learning goals. 

The bachelor's degree qualifies students for direct employment in the relevant professional fields in 
small, medium-sized and large companies in Germany or abroad. They can work at the interface be-
tween business and law in all economic sectors, in particular in auditing firms, management consul-
tancy, sustainability and compliance departments of companies as well as in the areas of finance and 
treasury management. They are able to assess the impact of government or corporate action in the 
areas of law, economics and ecology on society and thus promote sustainable action. 

This is due to the skills acquired as part of the degree programme, examples of which are listed below: 

Students can research, interpret, and scrutinize scientific specialist texts as well as other sources of 
information and, building on this, independently formulate a scientific or practical task and develop 
resilient results. They can present the corresponding work results in a structured manner and defend 
them in front of a specialist audience. 

Graduates can apply the knowledge they have acquired methodically and practically in their profession 
and to independently identify, analyse and solve problems using scientific procedures. They can or-
ganize themselves and demonstrate teamwork skills in interdisciplinary cooperation. They can take on 
tasks independently and complete them successfully. The interdisciplinary interface between law and 
economics anchored in the degree programme results in a practical and problem-solving approach 
with a focus on the essentials. 

In addition, students acquire extensive intercultural skills through the relevant modules and contact 
with national and international fellow students. Students acquire the ability to interact in German (or 
German students in another foreign language) at the level they have acquired. Knowledge of the Ger-
man language also makes a significant contribution to graduates' ability to integrate in Germany and 
Europe. 

Graduates have recognized the need for lifelong learning and have acquired the necessary skills. In 
addition, if the admission requirements are met, the successful degree qualifies students for admission 
to master's degree courses at universities in Germany and abroad. 

 

3. Commencement of Studies 

Courses always start in the winter semester. 
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4. Content and Structure of this Course of Studies 

The given assignment of the courses to each semester is a suggestion for a reasonable sequence of 
courses. All modules are completed by a test or a graded assignment. Independent preparation and 
study of the course materials are required and encouraged. Details can be found in the Module De-
scriptions. Where there are compulsory selective modules, a current Module Description will be pub-
lished on the homepage of the course of studies.  

The final examination can be taken within the designated period of study of 6 semesters. 

The course of studies is credited altogether with total of a 180 credit points. Upon successful comple-
tion of studies the degree “Bachelor of Arts (B.A.)” is granted. 

The following table shows the study plan. Only the study plan published in the Examination Regulation 
is legally binding. 
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Curriculum SHW ECTS 
Module 
Weight 

1s
t 

se
m

es
te

r 

M 1 Fundamentals of Science and Scientific Methods 4 5 5 

M 2  Fundamentals of Law 4 5 5 

M 3 Fundamentals of Sustainable Business I 4 5 5 

M 4 Fundamentals of Accounting 4 5 5 

M 5 Intercultural Communication  4 5 5 

M 6 German I / Foreign Language / Elective *4 4 5 5 

  TOTAL 24 30 30 

            

2n
d 

se
m

es
te

r 

M 7 Sustainability in Law: ESG I*1 4 5 5 

M 8 Sustainability in Law: ESG II*1 4 5 5 

M 9 Fundamentals of Sustainable Business II  4 5 5 

M10 Digitalisation 4 5 5 

M11 Accounting 4 5 5 

M12 German II / Foreign Language / Elective *4 4 5 5 

  TOTAL 24 30 30 

            

3r
d 

se
m

es
te

r 

M13 Legal Compliance 4 5 5 

M14 Energy and Resource Law 4 5 5 

M15 Economics and Fundamentals of Business Taxation  4 5 5 

M16 Strategic Innovation and Entrepreneurship 4 5 5 

M17 Corporate Finance 4 5 5 

M18 German III / Foreign Language / Elective *4 4 5 5 

  TOTAL 24 30 30 

            

4t
h 

se
m

es
te

r 

M19 Advanced Seminar  4 5 5 

M20 Labour and Supply Chain Law  4 5 5 

M21 Comparative Legal Case Studies  4 5 5 

M22 Sustainability and Business Communication  4 5 5 

M23 Elective *2 4 5 5 

M24 German IV / Foreign Language / Elective *4 4 5 5 

  TOTAL 24 30 30 

            

5t
h 

se
m

es
te

r 

M25 Ethics and Society 4 5 5 

M26 Legal Foundations of Green Finance  4 5 5 

M27 Sustainability Reporting 4 5 5 

M28 Quantitative Business and Management  4 5 5 

M29 Elective *2 4 5 5 

M30 German V / Foreign Language / Elective *4 4 5 5 

  TOTAL 24 30 30 

            

6t
h 

se
m

es
te

r 

M31 Elective *2 4 5 5 

M32 Interdisciplinary Project *3 8 10 10 

M33 
Bachelor Thesis and Colloquium 
Bachelor Thesis 
Colloquium 

 
-  

15 
12 
3 

15 
12 
3 

  TOTAL 12 30 30 

           

  

  TOTAL 132 180 180 
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Further information and notes on the curriculum 

*1  Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

 

*2 In the fourth, fifth and sixth semesters, students have the opportunity to choose a major in order to 
develop an individual profile and orientation towards a future field of activity. 

A total of three electives (modules 23, 29 and 31) with a total of 15 ECTS must be taken in accordance 
with the module handbook. These are generally completed in the form of 5 ECTS modules each and 
must be selected from the compulsory elective module catalog for the degree program regulated in 
these regulations. The catalog of compulsory elective modules is determined and published by the 
head of degree program. It can be updated every semester. 

Alternatively, an elective (5 ECTS module) from the Bachelor's degree programs offered at the Environ-
mental Campus Birkenfeld can be taken after consultation with the head of degree program. 

*3 The module is normally carried out in the form of two projects of 5 ECTS each. It is also possible to 
combine this module into one large project of 10 ECTS. 

*4 The modules “German I-V / Foreign Language / Elective” include the courses “German as a foreign 
Language I-V” for foreign students. For students whose native language is German and foreign stu-
dents with proven knowledge of German, there are alternative options for taking other languages or 
electives from the compulsory elective module catalog of this degree program. 
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5. Areas of Specialization 

This course of studies has no formal areas of specialization. Nevertheless, students are able to deepen 
their studies in the preferred topics in the limits of the three elective subjects. 

 

6. Elective Subjects 

“Electives” are to be selected from the elective module catalog for the degree programme regulated 
by these regulations. The catalog of compulsory elective modules is determined and published by the 
head of the study programme. This may be updated on a semester-by-semester basis. You can find 
the latest overviews of the elective courses on the website "Info for the current semester”. Details are 
regulated in the applicable module handbook. 

 

7. Practical Phase  

There is no obligatory practical phase during this course of study. Students have the possibility to 
complete an internship or to do a semester abroad. 

 

8. Orientation Phase 

The faculty of Environmental Business / Environmental Law support the students in the introductory 
phase in particular with a Buddy Program and the orientation week “Flying Days”. There are numerous 
information and orientation courses as well as athletic, sportive and cultural workshops, which provide 
the opportunity to get to know fellow students. 

Tutorials for specific courses are also available. 

 

9. Study Guidance 

Study guidance is advised in the following cases: 

 After the first year of studies: if there are significantly less credit points (ECTS) reached than 
defined in the study schedule 

 After failing a test or examination twice 
 When considering to drop out or to change the course of study 

Guidance is provided by the management of the study course. 

General study guidance: 

In administrative questions concerning the procedural aspects of the study course as the following, 
guidance is provided by the relevant institutions (examination office, registrar`s office): 

 Application/registration 
 Registration for exams/examination administration 
 Handing in attestations 
 Change of study course/leave of absence 
 Study account 
 Issuing of the certificate 
 Removal from the register of students 

https://www.umwelt-campus.de/en/campus/organisation/fachbereich-umweltplanungumwelttechnik/infos-aktuelles-semester/semesterplaene
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Information about opening hours, contact details and contact persons for the specific study courses 
can be found on the homepage. 

 

10. Legal Validity 

The legal validity of this study plan starts on the date of its publication. 

 

 

Birkenfeld, 04.05.2025 

Prof. Dr. Klaus Helling 

Dekan des Fachbereichs Umweltwirtschaft/Umweltrecht 


