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1. INTRODUCTION

Source: UN (2023) Source: HochSchG (2020)
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2. PURPOSE OF THE PAPER

• Summarize the results of a study in RLP that explored the implementation
of sustainability at 11 public universities of this German State

• Provide Best Practice Examples of sustainability in teaching with a specific
focus on the Environmental Campus Birkenfeld

• Discuss the lessons learned and the developed recommandations
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3. EMPIRICAL APPROACH OF THE STUDY IN RLP
1. Basic research on sustainability at universities

2. Development and coordination of an interview guideline for the inventory in RLP

3. Desktop research on the basis of the interview guide for the universities in RLP

4. Conducting standardized surveys based on developed interview guidelines at all universities with the 
following stakeholder groups: Presidium, teaching and research staff, facility management and students.

5. Preparation of a status quo report per university

6. Development of an overall picture of sustainability at universities in RLP (including a workshop)

7. Derivation of recommendations (incl. preparation of the overall report)
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4. RESULTS OF THE STUDY IN RLP AND BEST PRACTICES
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ENVIRONMENTAL CAMPUS BIRKENFELD
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GREENMETRIC RANKING – Results of ECB 2022 and related projects

=> Green Buildings
=> Biodiversity on Campus
=> Solar Energy
=> Renewable Heat and Electricity
=> Repair Café
=> Integrated Water Concept
=> Solar Carports and Hydrogen
=> Sustainability in Research
=> Green Office
=> and many more ….
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BEST PRACTICE in teaching at ECB – embedded in a holistic approach

Zero Emission Buildings and Infrastructure:

▪ Zero Emission energy and heat supply and innovative technologies in all buildings

▪ Students live and learn on this zero emission campus

Research, development and education in one:

▪ Our professors are experts in their fields, with extensive careers in business, research and industry

▪ Students have direct contact with teaching and research staff – our campus is our lab

Unique teaching philosophy:

▪ Interdisciplinary projects with external partners (e.g. companies, communities, NGOs)

▪ Sustainability first: environmental and social issues determine the curricula

▪ Living research: students participate right from the start

▪ Traveling university – worldwide projects for sustainable development 
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ZECURA uses tools from the fields of 
Material Flow Management and 
Circular Economy to develop the 
resilience strategies.
The work is organized through
Travelling University – an academic tool 
pioneered by IfaS. 
It is a cost-effective research concept 
that brings together the expertise of 
academics, creativity of students, 
expectations of industrial key actors, 
and interests of regional stakeholders. 
Travelling University is a seminar 
designed specifically for Material Flow 
Management Analysis.

Travelling Universities in 5 Countries in Africa within ZECURA

Find more: https://zecura.info/ 

https://www.imat-master.com/travelling-university/
https://zecura.info/
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5. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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