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AStA Statement on Public Viewing Events for the 2026 World Cup

The AStA faced the decision of whether to organize public viewing events for the World Cup - an
event that captivates millions of people worldwide, yet is highly controversial politically, economically,
and socially.

As the student council, we do not pursue partisan political goals. However, this does not mean that
we stay out of social and political issues. On the contrary: We see it as our responsibility to
promote political education, uphold democratic values, and ensure transparency in decision-
making processes. That is why it is important to us to explain how we arrived at our decision.

It was clear to us from the beginning that this was not merely an organizational matter. As early as
the beginning of the year, we engaged in intensive and open-ended discussions during several
meetings, weighing the arguments for and against holding the events - deliberately so, before we
made a decision. In the process, different, and at times very conflicting, positions became apparent.
It quickly became obvious that there is no solution free of contradictions.

In this context, we consider it necessary to clearly identify the fundamental points of criticism:

For years, FIFA has faced criticism for corruption, a lack of transparency, and decision-making
structures driven by power politics. Tournaments are increasingly organized according to
economic and geopolitical interests, while human rights, environmental responsibility, and
equitable participation are pushed to the sidelines. The current World Cup is also a prime
example of this trend - characterized by unequal conditions of participation, political tensions,
environmental impacts, and a growing commercialization that increasingly turns football into an
exclusive commodity.

At the same time, football is more than the structures that organize it. The idea of encouraging
encounters and understanding between people through sports remains of great importance to
us. This unifying force unfolds through shared experiences - and that is precisely what our decision
builds upon.

In our deliberations, we also took into account that members of the student body had expressed a
desire for communal events. We took this seriously - but not in isolation; rather, we discussed it in
the context of the various points of criticism raised. We are aware that some students fundamentally
oppose public viewing events under the current circumstances.
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After extensive discussion within the AStA and a difficult process of deliberation, a majority ultimately
decided in favour of holding public viewing events for this year’s World Cup.

Despite differing views, we as a committee stand united behind this decision.
We do not view public viewings as uncritical support for FIFA, but rather as an opportunity to

create spaces - for community as well as for discussion. For us, it is essential that football does
not belong solely to associations and officials, but to the people who experience it.

We hope that our statement contributes to an objective dialogue on this topic and that we have been
able to present our position in a clear and transparent manner.

Now we look forward to respectful events and plenty of wonderful moments together.

Your AStA
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